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MISCELLANEOUS, 
From the Vermont Chronicle. 
THE SUBSCRIPTION PAPER. 
AN EVENING INTERVIEW. 


Mr. Dunson called one evening at the house 
of Esq. Kosmer, and after passing the usual 
complinents, presented a subscription paper, 
which he was circulating to obtain something 
for the support of a Universalist minister, who 
had reeently come into the place, requesting 
the Esquire to put his name to it. After a few 
moment's reflection, Esq. Kosmer observed, 
that he wished to.make a judicious disposal of 
his property, for the good of his numerous 
family aud of suciety in general, and would 
not backward in supporting any object, 
which appeared favorable to these. i am, said 
he, no religionest. [ profess no sentiments on 
this subject, and have noticed these things, only 
in relation to the present interests of my fami- 
ly and of society. Iu view of these, I have al- 
ways dove something for the support of our 
ministers, and have thouglit that the money was 
well appropriated, when I noticed the effect of 
his labors upou the morals of society. 

Mr. D. But do you agree with that old bigot- 
ed fellow in sentiment, or can you bear to be 
always disturbed with his alarming denuncia- 
tions? We want somebody who will suit our 
feelings better, and not try to imake any distur- 
bance. We want good moral preaching, but 
we don’t want to hear any thing about damna- 
tion, and such things. 

Esq. K. Sir, as I suid before, I have nothing 
to say about religious sentiments. I only re- 
gard the present effects upon society. So far 
as these are concerned, I have noticed the in- 
fluence of different denominations, with live! 
iuterest. I bave heard Universalists socal 
and noticed the effects of their preaching on 
individuals and societies ; and I must say that I 
have not been pleased with their influence. It 
does not seem to be their object to prevent men 
from vice, or to reforin the vicious. I have of- 
ten heard them ridicule exertions which are 
making for such purposes, and rather encoura- 
ging men in their indulgencies. I bave never 

nown an instance, in which the morals of so- 
ciety became any better by their influenee. I 
have never known of any special efforts among 
them to prevent any kind of immorality. 

Mr. D. Why, I did not know that you were 
80 superstitious before. I thought that you 
agreed with our liberal sort of folks. 








Esq. K. 1 do not know as I am superstitious. 
I think there is a distinction between good and 
evil in this world, and that the happiness of so- 
ciety may be greatly promoted by proper exer- 
tion. Is this superstition ? 

Mr. D. Well, you know our people are ve 
benevolent. They bold to the happiness of all 
men; and are not for making these distinc- 
i ees oe talked —_ so much. 

1sq. K. But what are they doing to promote 
the happiness of men ? We know that'socie- 
ty cannot be in ahappy state, while ignorance 
and vice prevail. hat are your people doing 
to prevent these ? 

Mr. D. Why, you do not bekeve in all these 
societies do rte The anti-g society, Mis- 
sionary Society, Sabbath School Society, and all 
such stuff ? 

Esq. K.1 am fully convinced, Sir, that some- 
thing ought to be done to prevent the use of ar- 
dent spirits. The greatest misery and disgrace 
of vur country result from intemperance, and I 
believe the ouly way to prevent intemperance 
is, to abandon the use of ardent spirits entirely, 
exceptas a medicine. Considering the support 
of the poor, and every thing resulting from the 
use of ardent spirits, the tax is an enormous 
one upon the community. I believe that the 
efforts which have been made have already 
dove much good, and as a lover of my country, 
I cannot oppese them. 

As to missionary societies, Ido not know as 
they have done any injury, or as any great evil 
isto be feared from their influence. I learn 
from autheutic accounts, that the people among 
whom the missionaries labor ap; to be very 
grateful for their exertions, and in many instaz- 
ces, the state of society has been much improv- 
ed; and I see no reason why I should oppose 
them. 

With regard to Sabbath Schools, so far as I 
have discovered their influence in my own fam- 
ily and neighborhood, | cannot but approve of 
them. ‘They have given my children a taste 
for reading, and a habit of inquiry, with which 
Iam much pleased, and they seem to have a 
favorable effeet upon their dispositions, and 
strengthen them against te tions to vice. 
Until I discover something different in their ef- 
fects from what I have yet seen, my regard for 
my family will not admit of my opposing them. 

Mr. D. Why, you want an established reli- 
gion, don’t you, and all the 5 a of pope 
practiced again? You would have us drin 


cold water, without grog, keep Sunday, and be 
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K. I would be glad to have an estab- 
lished morality in society, and I would not o 
pose any thing, which is caleulated to make 
people act from principle. I detest popery as 
much as any man, and this is the reason pe I 
approve of these exertions to enlighten the 
nyind avd diffuse information. Popery grows 
best in darkness. If | should oppose such ex- 
ertions as we have heen speaking of, I should 
be afraid that the Pope would call me brother ; 
for I have seen that he is very hostile to all 
these benevolent operations. 

Mr. D. You are very much mistaken, if you 
think that Universalists have any notion of be- 
coming Papists. We are far from that. 

. K. I would not say you were turn- 
ing that way. I only referred to the opposi- 
tion which the Pope manifests to Sabbath 
schools, Bible Societies, and other benevolent 
exertions. 

Mr. D. You say that you are not particular 
about religion, and we have expected, of 
course, that you would help us a little to sup- 
port our preacher a few Sabbaths. Can’t you 
put down something? It may be a saving to 
you; for if it is known, that you belong to our 
party, you won’t be dunned for money to sup- 
port these priest-craft operations. We don’t 
try to get away people’s money, you know, 
for any religious objects. 

. K. But you would like a few dollars 
now, it seems. am always ready to contrib- 
ute for any object which appears valuable ; 
but I must examine for myself and be my own 
judge. Favored in all cases with this privil- 

, an invitation to aid any object does not 
offend me. Convince me that the object which 
you have in view will be valuable to society, 
and I will not refuse you my name and my 
support. 

Mr. D. Why, our preacher does not disturb 
the feelings of people so much as the old min- 
ister here does. He tells us to be moral, to be 
sure, but he is not always blaming us for doing 
as we like, and enjoying the world as we go 
along. He is not so particular about taking a 
little good cheer once in a while, and is for let- 
ting us live along comfortably. 

you mean that he does not try 
to prevent intemperance, and other vices, and 
would let men indulge such passions as happen 
to arise? 

Mr. D. Ono! he says it is best to be tem- 

rate, and moral, but he is not always scolid- 
ing about the follies of men, and telling about 
the righteous and the wicked, and preaching 
such doctrines as we dislike. 

You know there are many immor- 
al men among us; does he try at all to reform 
them ? 

Mr. D. He is not for making any distur- 
bance, and they all like him very well. 

Esq. K. In what respect do you suppose 
that — nad would be in any better state by his 


Mr. D. Why, he says things will all come 
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some definite object in view; and it appears 
to me unreasonable for a man to labor, unless 
te is laboring for some special purpose. If no 
special exertion is needed, I see not why we 
want any preaching. I do not wish to eae 
away money for wen If your doctrines 
are true, we are certainly safe enough under 
the instructions of our old minister; and I 
think it will serve rather to disorganize society, 
and prevent our youth from profitable instruc- 
tion, to encourage your preacher. I believe 
our minister is exerting a good influence among 
= and I do not wish to hire any one to oppose 
im. 
From the Boston Recorder. 
DR. WAYLAND ON THE SABBATH. 
(Concluded from page 486.) 

II. The second inquiry is, in what manner is 
the Christian Sabbath to be observed ? 

If we would observe the Sabbath acceptably, 
there are some things to be abstained from, and 
there are some things to be done. 

I. There are some things to be abstained 
from. 

1. We are to abstain from all bodily labor, 
except that required by necessity or mercy. 
This excludes ail Jabor in the several callin, 
by which we earn our subsistence ; not on 
that of the farm and the workshop, but that al. 
so of our profession. The physician may visit 
those patients whose cases absolutely require it, 
but here he must stop. The farmer must at- 
tend to the wants of his brutes, but he must not 
employ them in labor. The clergyman must 
not defer until Sabbath, his preparation for the 
services of the day. That is bis week day bu- 
siness, and if he load the Sabbath with u, he 
violates the spirit of the command to observe 
the day. 

The same remarks apply to travelling; we 
ought not to commence journeys on the Sab- 
bath, nor to continue a journey on that day, if 
it be possible to rest. For this there is a double 
reason. In travelling, we not only violate the 
Sabbath ourselves, but we require others for 
hire to join us in the violation. 

Equally is it a violation of the Sabbath to 
employ persuns under our charge in unusual 
cooking, and other labor not indispensable on 
that day. God has required that our whole 
families rest. 

But not to our bodies alone does this com- 
mandment extend. Our minds are designed 
to be in a special manner the servants of Gud. 
In- vain do we draw near to him with our 
mouth, and worship him with our lips, if our 
hearts are far from him. It behoves us, then, 
to withdraw our thoughts from our business 
and cares, and anxieties of the world and thus 
we may be prepared to hoki communion with 
the Father of our spirits. Here we see the im- 
propriety on the Sabbath of reading newspa- 
pers, novels, or any thing which recalls to our 
mind the associations of the past or the coin- 
ing week. Let us keep the day holy unto the 


“ent right in the end, and it is not best to make} Lord 


any trouble about them now. 

Bu. K wer then, do ame want any 
preaching: are you | ting to accom- 
plish by it? Our old fninievie bppeare to have 





II. There are many things to be done if we 
would keep the Sabbath acceptably. 

1. We ought to keep the whole Sabbath. Let 
us rise early in the morning, and devote its 





1831.) 


most calm and solemn hours to communion 
with God, 

2. A large portion of the day is due to reli- 
gious reflection. The topics suitable for medit- 
ation before God are such as these: Our reli- 
gious progre-s during the past week, the pres- 
ent state of our beurts, examination into the 
foundation of our hope, the exercise of peni- 
tence fur our past sins, renewed dedication of 
ourselves and ull that we possess to God, the 
inunnediate exercise of faith upou the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and aspirations after conformity to 
his character, or any other suggested by reading 
the Seriptures, and applying their truths to our 
own hearts. 

3. Another portion should be devoted to read- 
ing the Scriptures. This is, of course the dai- 
ly practice of every Christian; on the Sabbath, 
however, we should read more solemnly, more 
prayerfully, and devote a larger portion of time 
to the exercise. It is thus that meditation will 
be assisted, and matter will be afforded for 
prayer, aud our confidence in the promises of 
God will be rendered brighter and more endu- 
ring. 

4. Another portion of the Sabbath should be 
spent in more than usual prayer. As this day 
is set apart for the purpose of giving us more 
leisure tur religious duties, it should be so em- 
ployed. Our prayers should be more interces- 
sory than at other times; we should survey 
more in detail the several relations, which we 
Sustain to our families, our friends, our neigh- 
bors, the church of Christ, the word at large ; 
aud every one of them will afford subjects for 
prayer; while the very act of intercession will 
expaud our beuevolence, and fill ug with eleva- 
ted joy, and confident anticipation of the 
approaching triuinphs of the Redeemer’s king- 
dum. 

Such are our personal and more private du- 
ties. ‘There are others of a more public nature, 
which we must also notice. 

1. The most important of these is that of 
pos worship. Religion calls upon us public- 
y to countess vur sins, tv beseech the Divine ta- 


vor, and iu humility to hear the instructions of 


Gou’s holy word. From thus regularly attend- 
ing at the sanctuary, nothing but absolate ne- 
cessity should ever prevent us. Itis a bad sign, 
When a change of weather, which would not 
keep us from a party of pleasure, or an appoint- 
went of business, keeps us from the house and 
service of God. ‘The manner in which we may 
most profitably worship God in public, is sufti- 
cient of itself to occupy a separate discourse. 
We must, therefore, leave it, with this single 
remark, 

Let it be our business to go to the sanctuary 
earnestly desiring to be instructed, in humble 
reliance on the Spirit of God, without whose 
aid no service will ever be useful to us, devout- 
ly praying for a disposition to apply the truth to 
our souls, and sincerely anxious to obey it 
in simplicity, and universally, so far as God 
shall reveal it to us. With these dispositions 
we shall hear profitably, and grow in grace and 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

And lastly, there are many duties to be dis- 
charged towards others, which ate peculiarly 


oa 
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suitable for the solemnity of this day; We will 
only specify two, Ist. The religious instrue- 
tion of our families. On other days of the 
week we may plead the hurry of business, or 
the distracting cares of our station, On the 
Sabbath, we and our childred lay aside every 
other business, that we may improve in religion, 
Let us then collect them around us, instruct 
thern in the Seriptures, and thus practically 
teach them our earnest interest in their soul's 
salvation. The effect which such instruction 
will have, is immense, It will impress most 
deeply upon the mind of the child, the truths of 
religion, and will engrave upon his memory 
many a counsel which will direct him amid the 
paths of youthful gaiety, and check him when 
on the verge of alluring temptation. 

And 2dly. The instruction of the young in 

Sabbath Schools and Bible classes, is an em- 
ployment peculiarly suited for the Sabbath day. 
Nor let it be supposed that teaching others will 
bave no other effect upon ourselves than to 
distract the mind. ‘The fact is otherwise. 
In teaching them, we acquire a deeper knowl- 
edge of the Holy Oracles, and are at the same 
time calling into exercise almost every Chris- 
tian grace. It has been abundamily experi- 
enced that in this employment he that water- 
eth shall be watered himself To this duty, 
then, let some portion of our day .be consecra- 
ted, and we may confidently hope in this man- 
ner fur the blessing of the Lord of the Sab- 
bath. 
Dearly beloved brethren,—Onght we not to 
spend our Sabbaths thus? Let us, then, at- 
tempt it. You see that the Sabbath is far from a 
leisure day to a true Christian. Itisaday of 
leisure to the body, but of intense and prolong- 
ed activity to the soul. It is that day in which 
the child of God hokis most active communion 
with his father whois in heaven. Letit be aday 
of spiritual business to us, Let usregulate its 
hours by the principles of spiritual industry, 
Thus shall we be blessed ourselves and be @ 
blessing to others. 

Again, ought we not thus to spend our Sab- 
baths? Let us deliberately consider. If we 
thus acted, shoul! we not-enjoy more of the 
presence of God, and manifest to others more 
clearly the truth of religion ? How stroug is the 
obligation then resting upon us to live thus, 
Let us then commence anew at once. Letus, 
How greatly would our own happiness be ine 
creased by so living. Let us in the strength 
7 God thus live, aud to his name shall be the 
glory. 


PROF. STUART, ON THE USE OF WINE. 
[Concluded from p. 491.] 

We inquire then, Did the Hebreths make use 
other intoxicaling drinks, besides mized or medica 
led wines? . 

The answer to this question must be in the 
affirmative. They had other drinks; but how 
common these were, and how extensivel 
pared we have no certain means of 
All of them, however, were included under one 
denomination,, viz. strong drink, (in H. 
shekhar.) In the original Hebrew Scriptu 
there are three names for wine, viz. yryin, sobhe 
and tirosh; the first of which is a generic 
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nemeé; the second merely a poetic ap- 
pellation of the same meaning; and the third 
means new wine ; i. e. wine recently made, and 
before it is thoroughly fermented and purified. 
But the strong drink just mentioned, included 
all the various Kinds of strong liquors, made by 
the Hebrews out of honey, grain, dates, and 
other fruits. Once it seems to signify a strong 
kind of wine, viz. in Num. xxviii, 7. 

The nature of our discussion leads us of 
course to ask, In what manner do the Scriptures 

respecting the use of strong drink ? 

T answer with uniform disapprobation, one 
or two cases only excepted. I need not cite the 
passages to this purpose. J shall content my- 
self with merely referring the reader to some 
of them, that he may see for himself the man- 
ner in which the subject is presented, e. g. 
Num. vi, 3; Psalms Ixix, 12; Prov. xx, 4; xxxi, 
4; Isaiah, v. 11; v.22; xxiv,9; xxix.9; lvi, 1 

he excepted cases to which I have alluded, 
must be particularly noticed. In Prov. xxxi. 


6, after the writer had said, “ It is not for kings | cept 


to drink wine, nor for princes strong drink,” 
he goes on to say, “Give strong drink to him 
that is ready to perish, and wine to those that 
be of a heavy heart.” In other words let strong 
drink be taken as a medicine; not as a matter of 
Juxury or pleasure. 

Here then, no encouragement for the use of 
strong drink, in any common circumstances, is 
given. But there is one passage which does 
seem to countenance, at least to allow the use 
of it once a year, on a solemn and joyful oeca- 
sion. In Deut. xiv. 22, 26, the Ilebrews are di- 
rected to tithe all their increase or uctions, 
and to eat of this tithe before the rd, in the 

lace which he shall appoint. But in case this 
38 so distant that they cannot conveniently carry 
thither the tithe in kind, they are directed to 
sell it, to carry the money thither, and to pur- 
chase “oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong-drink, 
or whatsoever their soul desireth,” and to eat 
and rejoice before the Lord. 

There was one occasion, then, viz. a day of 
ooene. in which the Jew was permitted 
to drink strong drink, if his soul desired it. 
But as there is no allowance of this nature in 
the Bible for the habitual or common use of it, (at 
Jeast none that! have been able to find,) we must 
conclude that the permission to use it as far as the 
Scriptures are concerned, was so limited, that no 
harm could arise from it. No man from merely 
the temperate use of it once in a year, would be’ 
in any particular danger of forming a habit of 
intemperance. And surely upon a day of public 
and solemn thanksgiving to Almighty God it can- 
not well be supposed that the pious legislator of 
the Jews would permit or in any way connive at, 
a free or excessive use of strong drink. Sucha 

rmigsion would contradict the whole tenor of 

is laws; and indulgence. in such a practice 
would have done violence to the decorum of 
the day, and the character of the duties which 
it ribed. 
_ That there were Hebrews who abused the 
Tiberty in question, and drank to intoxication is 
pot improbable ; no more eo, than that among 
‘us there are ffien who intoxicate themselves on 
a day of public thanksgiving. But that the 


Jewish legislator allowed this or countenanced 





2. | vestigation thus far, is plainly this. 





it, In eny sense whatever, there is surely no 
ground to assert, and not even the remotest 
probability that such was the case. 

There is one passage more which needs to be 
considered here, in relation to strong drink. Ih 
is Num. xxviii, 7, where strong wine is mention- 
ed as a drink offering to Jehovah. ‘The origin- 
al Hebrew word here is the same which is else- 
where translated strong drink. Criics have 
generally supposed, however, that here it means 
strong wine. e evidenee of this results from 
comparing Ex. xxix. 38, 41, where the manner 
of the daily offerings is prescribed, and wine is 
mentioned as the drink offeri Now as Num. 
xxviii. 4, 8, treats of same subject, it seems to 
be a matter of fair deduction, that the strong 
drink mentioned in this latter passage, must 
mean the same thing as the wine in the former. 

The general result, then, of our Scriptural in- 
¢ tempe- 
rate use of wine tn ils natural state, was common 


to this subject. 

[Prof. Start comes, in the two suceceding extracts, 
to the substantive busi of his essay viz. the authority 
which it becomes our churches to assume in this matter. 
Without risking an opinion on the question, we commend 
to the attention of our readers the wise injunction of caw- 
tion and Christian forbearance contained in the last pas- 
sage quoted. [ft should not be forgotien that this is a mat- 
ter about which there is some difference of opiuion, and 
that it bchooves the most confident, therefore, to heep 
his hand on the check rein, and proceed with defer- 
ence and diffidence. Tho’ it is matter of individual opin- 
ion, we are not to proceed, in coming to it, with that pi- 
ratical independence of the common good, which many 
opinion-proud people are too apt to; fer we are also in- 
dividually answerable for them-subject, besides, to the re- 
sponsibility of having had much light thrown upon our 
path. Jn a svcial effort for the good of each other and 
our race, we have our duty to answer in another relation, 
besides that between our cousciences and our God. Ma- 
ny there are—too many, alas !—who act, and argue about 
their duties in this reform, as if they really meant to shirk 
out from this relation to their fellow men, and live an iso- 
lated existence :—juxt as if our liberty of conscjence 
gave us a right to tra free Looters in opinion, push 
out upon the bigh seas, nail our flag to the mast, and 
rove apart from the whole family of man, reckless of 
consequences. But the very essence of ali the law and 
the commandments by which we are ever to enjoy “ the 
glorious liberty of the sons of Gud’, is to love the 
Lord our God with all the heart and our neighbor as 
ourselves. 

A word as to the copy-right of this pamphlet. We are 
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stopt in our extracts by the announcement that the pub- 
lisher in] New-York has appropriated,it to himself, by a 
copy-right. ‘This measure has been spoken of with sur- 
prise by all around us, and it is’a great error that it should 
have been permitied without some good reason assigned: 
Itisa petty consideration to trammel such a cause as this 
withal. Had it been published asa tract, sixteen might 





they may use intoxicating drinks, or traffte ia 
them; and another question whether 

members should renounce this use and traffic. 
The former question turns on the inquiry, 
whether an attempt to exclude such persons 
will not be productive, on the whole of more 
harm than good? And in regard to this, I see 
no way to decide it, but for each church to 


have been distributed for a3 dullar as; well as four. We judge for itself. Where there is a great major- 


trust that the publishers will refund the premium of $250, 
and that benevolent individuals will purchase‘another for 
the public. Ina published letter of Prof. Stuart now: ly- 
ing before us, respecting‘JMr.J M'Allister’s pamphlet on 
the Use of Tobacco, occurs the following pertinent re- 
mark. 

“ Jt is a pity he has taken out the copy-right—which 
prevents any newspapers from re-publishing, or making 
large extracts. 1 hope he will recall bis prohibition, and 
spread it over the worldas much as possible. You should 
write to him, and induce him to. do so. The pamphlet 
should be re-priuted in a furm in which it can be sold for 
three cents a copy ; which might easily be done.” 

The publication of this essay is, of course, not of Pro- 
fessor Stuart's ordering.) 

“The inquiry which stands at the head'of this 
Essay, respects those only whe may in fulure 
apply for admission to the communion of the 
churches. Of course I shall confine myself 
within the limits of this question, as it regards 
the*erercise of this power in future to exclude 
such applicants ; of which power we have seen 
that the churches are possessed. It must, on 
the whole, be regarded as discreet to confine 
the question, for the present at least, within 
the bounds to which our inquiries limit it, Ev- 
ery reflecting man, who is acquainted with the 
history of the efforts now made to check in- 
temperance, knows that they are almost entire- 
ly of recent origin, as to any great extent or 
energy. It is not until quite recently, that the 
public have been in possession of the requisite 
inforination on the subject of alcoholic liquors. 
Moat of the actual members of all our church- 
es, have entered into covenant with the respec- 
tive churches to whicl: they belong, or have 
come to their communion, without any expec- 
tation of being excluded on the ground of using 
ardent spirits or of trafficking in them. To in- 
sist now that they should adopt this principle 
on penalty of exc ication, would seem, 
at least, to wear the aspect of severity, or of 
making an ex post facto law. To use intoxica- 
ting liquors to a certain extent, and to traffic in 
them, was deemed no absolute immorality, a 
few years since, by any church in our land. 
Principles in opposition to this, were indeed 
held by some individuals here and there, and 
partially sanctioned by the theory of discipline 
in some Christian communities. But as really 
practical matters, to be strenuously urged and 
fully carried into execution, | am unable to 
learn that they were any where maintained, to 
any considerable extent. Most certainly, a 
strict and full view of this subject, in all the 
prominence with which it now stands before 
the public, was no where taken by any consid- 
erable body of men among us. 
“ Tt is one question, then, whether those who 
joined our churches under the former state of 





ity of any church in favor of entirely prohibit- 
ing the use and traffic under consideration, this 
may, for the most part, be safely done, provi- 
ded. it be done with moderation, and forbear- 
ance, and gentleness, and in a truly Christian 
spirit, Where there is not such a majority, it 
is better to wait with patience for more light, 
and for more unanimity, than to disturb the 
peace of the church by strenuously urging rigid 
measures.” 

With regard to the spirit which should be 
manifested by those who attempt to reduce bis 
principles to practice, Mr. 8. has the following 
remarks : 

“ Let all be undertaken in the spirit of Chris- 
tian meekness and of brotherly love. Meek- 
ness is not only consistent with firmness, but 
very generally the concomitant of the highest 
firmness. Let all who act in churches, beware 
well that they do not introduce other evils as 
great as the one in question, by endeavoring to 
expel this. Patience will be necessary in many 
cases. Where a minority in a church take the 
ground of total abstineace, or only a small ma- 
jority do so, and the rest of the church remain 
unconviuced as to the duty under consideration, 
the advocates of abstinence should be patient. 
Hundreds, yea thousands, are now firm 
decided in favor of abstinence from all intoxi- 
cating liquors, even those which are so in the 
slightest degree, who, not more than two years 
since, entertained entirely different views of 
this subject. Others are like them. More light 
is pouring in, every month and week. Men of 
all classes, Christians and Anti-Christians, are 
becoming the advocates of temperance. 
Christian brethren, then, have patience and 
learn to hope for the best, in cases where una- 
nimity among them does not exist. The stren- 
uous advocates for total abstinence need make 
no compromise of their sentiments ; ed ought 
to make none. But then, if they look back, 
and see what they themselves were, only a few 
months since, they may learn to have patience 
with others. The time is coming, when those 
who use intoxicating liquors or traffic in them, 
will not be able to lift up their heads in a Chris- 
tian church which has any good claim to eleva- 
tion and purity of character, They will be as 
really and truly stigmatized on account of un- 
christian conduct, as those who are guilty of 
vices that are now deemed palpably disgrace- 
ful. I verily believe this. Every thing tends 
to confirm such an opivion. But let not any 
church, by imprudent or injudicious measures, 
retard the approach of that day. May God in 
mercy speed the time whenit shall dawn! But 
may he, in the same mercy, keep his churches 
from imprudent or injurious measures, and 
from every thing that will mar the peace which 





things, are to be excluded from them, because 
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-POPERY. 
LETTERS ON POPERY.—NO. III. 


Malta, July 23, 1830. 
To the Editors of the New-Yosk Observer. 

Gentiemen—Let us now pass from indulg- 
ences to notice the doctrine concerning Purga- 
tory. Though this has been partially anticipa- 
ted, still it deserves a more particular notice.— 
The Council of Trent bas made it an article of 
faith, but has been extremely cautious in defin- 
ing what or where it is, leaving it to the priests 
and prelates to do this according to their own 
taste. In the catechism, however, prepared by 
the doctors of that famous Council, we find that 
purgatory consists of fire, by which the souls 
of the faithful, after suffering torments for a 
determinate period, are purified. 

Purgatory differs from bell in this respeet, 
that all who are detained in the former may be 
released; but from the latter none can be de- 
livered. Terrible sermons are annually preach- 
ed bere, during Lent, on the subject of purga- 
tory, and fervid exhortations addressed to sur- 
vivors to remember the souls of their deceased 
relatives detained there. Nor are such dis- 
courses Without effect. The people are indu- 
ced to contribute greater or less sums to pay a 
priest for celebrating masses for the liberation 
of such poor souls. 

These masses are what the people here con- 
sider the celebration of the Lord’s supper.— 
They are accompanied by prayers for the 
souls on whose account they are celebrated, 

Itis very worthy of notice that while the 
most astonishing efficacy is ascribed to masses, 
in liberating souls from the torments of purga- 
tory, still they are never celebrated gratuitous- 
ly. The lowest price ever paid for them here 
is from twelve to twenty cents each. The poor 
muat pay this, if they procure them, aud the 
rich pay as much more as they please. 

Recourse is had to a great variety of means 
to keep the image of purgatory ever vivid in 
the recollections of the people. Images of 
souls in purgatorial! flames surround some of the 
eburches, and stand on the walls of their ceme- 
teries ; and in addition to the preacher’s voice, 
which rings in the church to awaken compas- 
sion for the dead, persons are employed to visit 
every portion of the city, on every Monday 
morning throughout the year, carrying a sinall 
box in one hand and a bell in the other, crying out 
at every corver of the streets, “ What will you 
give for the poor souls in purgatory! what will you 
give for the poor souls in purgatory !” 

Even the common beggars avail themselves 
of this doctrine for the purpose of urging more 
effactually their claims. Nothiug is more com- 
mon in this Island than to meet beggars who 
with an extended hand snd many entreaties, 
beseech you to give them one grain, (the sixth 

rt of a cent,) for the poor souls in purgatory. 

undreds of times I have been teased by these 
mendicants to give them something for the soul 
of my father and mother, who they supposed, 
were probably dead, and of course in purga- 


ePhese poor 


are assisted 





le are taught that such souls 
fasts, prayers, and alms of 


[Jas. 


the living, but most of all by the masses which 
are celebrated for them. A mass they are 
taught to consider as nothing less than the 
whole body, blood, and divinity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, offered upto God as a sacrifice, 
aud consequently this must avail more than ev- 
ery thing else in renderivg him propitious to the 
souls of the dead. 

When a criminal is to be executed, a number 
of monks or others are sent forth in all direc- 
tions, to collect money for the purpose of pray- 
ing for masses to be celebrated for the hberation 
of his soul trom purgatory, and for a long time 
afier his execution multitudes of women repair 
every week to the spot where he was executed, 
to offer their prayers for his soul. The first 
Monday in each mouth brings together, for this 
purpose a larger number than is seen there at 
any other time. 

The reason which has been assigned to me 
for this practice of praying for departed ecrim- 
inals is this, viz. that having suffered iu this life 
more than others, it is supposed that their suffer- 
ings in purgatory will consequently be much 
sooner terminated than those of others, and that 
such souls having escaped from their purgato- 
rial prison amd ascended to paradise will be- 
come powerful advocates there for those to 
whose intercessions in part they owe their so 
speedy liberation. 

I must not omit to mention that a box is pre- 
sented to these deluded women, when thus as- 
sembled for prayer, that they may give alms as 
well as offer prayers fur the benefit of the souls 
in purgatory. 

It has been very justly remarked, that the in- 
vention of purgatory has brought richer treas- 
ures into the possession of the Papal church 
than the coffers of Spain have ever received 
trom the mines of South America. 

Could this pernicious doctrine of purgatory 
be once blotted from the minds of the people, 
Rome would scon lose all her influence, for she 
would then no longer be able ty command that 
one commodity, money, which, inthe very worst 
sense, las always “answered all things” tor her. 

This letter might easily be extended to a vol- 
ume, in detailing the means which this doctrine 
enables monks and priests and prelates to em- 
ploy for the purpose of practising their impos- 
tures upon an ignorant population, and of ex- 
torting from them enormous sums of money for 
the support of a chureh, which lives on the sins 
of the people, and mnst perish as soon as they 
shall cease to be wicked ; but it is perhaps al- 
ready too long. 

Very truly, yours, &c. 
D. Tempre. 


DR. BEECHER ON CATHOLICISM. 
Its influence on Republican Institutions. 


His second lecture on the doctrines of the 
Church of Rome, and the sixth of a course, 
was delivered by Dr. Beecher on the last Lord’s 
day evening to a numerous assembly. Hix text 
was from 1 Tim. iii. 1,2, 3,—.Mow the Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed lo seducing 
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hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding 
to abstain from meats which God hath created to 
be received with thanksgiving of them which believe 
and know the truth. 

Alter a brief exposition of this passage as a 
prophecy of tke falling away from the truth of 
which the Church of Rome is a fulfilment, the 
Doctor alluded to the noble spirit by which our 
ancestors were inspired in contending for the 
truth, trained as they were in the wars of lib- 
erty by their trials, and the persecutions of their 
enemies. He feared that the siren song of “no 
danger” would beguile this people, in the quiet 
enjoyment of their great privileges; and that 
winle we were slumbering in the lap of indul- 

euce, we should lose the hardy courage of our 
fathers, and might be “shorn of the locks of 
our glory,” our blessings snatched from us ere 
we were aware. 

Infidelity is ready for an alliance with the 
Papal power, to consummate the destruction of 
our liberties, and the movements of our ene- 
mies must be watched with vigilance. If our 
fears are duly excited, no physical power can 
enslave this people. ‘There is in them an un- 
conquerable spirit to defend their rights. The 
danger is not in an open attack, but in strata- 
gem and wiles. If the conscience can be en- 
slaved by superstition, and the liberty of pri- 
vate judgment in religious concerns wrested 
from us, our civil rights will of course be pros- 
trated. 

The Doctor read, from Ree’s Cyclopedia, 
some of the dogmas of the Romish Church.— 
He said it would be of no avail for those in our 
country or elsewhere, who professed to be Ro- 
man Catholics, to deny these superstitions. If 
they did not acknowledge the infallibility of the 
Church, they were so far Protestants, and 
must take their place among other denomiua- 
tions. Such Catholics might take their choice, 
either to acknowledge doctrines made infallible 
by Councils, and ratified by the Pope, or to 
protest against them, and thus renounce a lead- 
ing er of yore o Some of these 
articles, as stated and explained by the Rev. 
Joseph Berrington, a Roman Catholic Priest, in 
his “State and Behavior of the English €atho- 
lics, from the Reformation to the year 1780,” 
are as fullows:—* That Christ bas established 
achurch upon earth: and that this church is 
that which holds communion with the See of 
Rome, being one, holy, Catholic, and apostol- 
ical.” —“ 2d. That we are obliged to hear this 
church ; and therefore, that she is infallible, by 
the guidance of Almighty God, in her decisions 
regarding taith.”—3d. That the Pope is, by di- 
vine appointment, and always has been, the 
successor of St. Peter, “the head of this 
Church, under Christ its founder.”.—4. Tradi- 
tions from the apostles, preserved by this church, 
are of equal authority with the Scriptures.— 
That good- works merit eternal life—That 
works of penance can make satisfaction to 
God for the temporal punishment due after for- 
giveness of sins.—That there is a Purgatory in 
which imperfect Christians suffer, and that they 
are helped in this state after death by the pray- 
ers of the faithful.—* That in the most holy sa- 
¢rament of the eucharist, there is truly, really, 
and substantially, the body and blood, together 





with the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”—" There is,” says the next article, “a 
change of the whole substance of the bread in- 
to the body of Christ, and of the wine into his 
blood.” This is called “ transubstautiation.”— 
“That under either kind, Christ is received 
whole and entire.” There were 16 articles, and 
the Doctor gave his views of them, aud of their 
tendency. 

Another Roman Catholic opinion comment- 
ed upon was, that “one drop of Christ’s blood 
is sufficient for the salvation of the whole 
world.”—This tenet grew out of the folly, that 
some saints had more righteousness than they 

led for tl Ives, and these their works of 
supererogation were a treasure in the hands 
and at the disposal and discretion of the church, 
to be bestowed on others who had not merit 
enough of their own, But as it was eventually 
recollected, that all these supernumerary merits 
were finite, and might be exhausted, it was 
contrived to assume all the merits of Christ’s 
blood beyond the “one drop” alluded to, to be 
dispensed at the discretion of the church. 

To illustrate the danger to our liberties from 

Catholicity, the Doctor made the supposition 
of a President of the United States, who should 
himself be the Pope, and centre in himself all 
the civil and ecclesiastical authority, and all 
the wealth of the country ; for this he believed 
to be the assumption of the Roman Pontiff.— 
How much liberty should we then have? he 
inquired. Or if we had an American ent 
and a President who was a Roman Catholic, 
how much liberty should we then have? Or if 
we had a Pope in Italy, commanding all the 
resources of the United States, with power to 
send amongst us his agents for our conversion 
and the spread of Romish doctrines, how much 
Republican liberty should we then have ?— 
our Pope in Italy claiming the subjection of 
our consciences, and a right to all our prop- 
erty ? ; 
The dissoluteness of the priesthood, in con- 
nexion with a frail sisterhood, and the abuses 
and wickedness which grow out of the prohi- 
bition of marriage to the priests, and secret 
confessions for pardon, were aptly alluded to, 
And especially was the iniquity of substituting 
the fear of man, in confessions to priests, for 
the fear of God, most solemnly impressed in 
forcible remarks, 

To show the debasing tendeney of Catholi- 
city, a comparison was drawn between the 
population of Canada and the South Americans, 
and the population of New England. It was 
shown how superior is the later. In the ten 
centuries in which the Papal Church controlled 
all Europe, so much was not done to enlighten 
the world, as has been Gone by the American 
ae in ten years at the Sandwich Isl- 
ands. 

Notwithstanding the Romish church anathe- 
matizes and consigns to perdition, all who are 
not of her communion, yet ber doors are wide 
—_ to the admission of all who will make . 
obeisance to her infallibility. On these terms, 





every opinion, and characters the most disso- 
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none need complain for want of aceommodations. 
Bhe has literature for the learned ; for the lov- 
ers of the fine arts, she has the finest speci- 
mens of statuary, engraving, music, and poetry ; 
for the wealthy and vicious infidel, who will 
pay the extortionous price of crime, she kas 
nduigences; penances, eruel in the extreme, 
for the poor, who cannot pay the price of par- 
don: the pharisee’s formality for the hypocrite ; 
for the superstitious, miracles, and fabulous 
legends ; for the atheist, confirmed incredulity ; 
and even Calvinism, if required, for the Cal- 
vinist. All on the condition of acknowledging, 


however hypocritically, the Papal supremacy. 
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hereties to repentance. {¢ is to afftiet them to the last 
with holy bibles and ¢ cajter thickly 
among them certain faggots called tracis—bind them 
to the stubborn stake of truth, and there “ heap coals 
of fire on their heads” by “ overcoming evil with 
good”’---persecute their silly mummeries with’the light 
of education—and last not least, stretch their chil- 
dren (to the full stature of redeemed souls) upon cer- 
tain engines called Sunday schools! 

The celebrity of Dr. Beecher’s talents, and a severe 
integrity in controversy which makes his opposers 
even content jv listening to him, prepare him for 
doing a vast deal of good by these discourses. We 
hope that they may not be spent on Boston, nor put 
to press immediately when he has done, but that our 
principal cities will make haste first to invite him to 








| -——— 


DR. BEECHEB ON CATHOLICISM. 


' We have furnished to us this week by the (Baptist) 
Christian Watchman, another lively sketch of Dr, 
Beecher’s discourses—of which he has delivered four 
en Political Atheism, and two on Catholicism in our 
eountry,—Or in any other country indeed ; for being 
** infallible” it must be the same every where. Jt is 
anew plant in our soil, to-be-sure, and as yet, of im- 
perfect growth among us. But we are gathering in- 
formation daily of the real nature of its fruits in those 
soils where it is indigenous, and, of course, ripens in 
the greatest perfection. The Rev. Mr, Temple, our 
excellent and faithful Missionary at Malta, is giving 
his countrymen, in the letters which we are copying 
into our columns, important information of what are 
the genuine perfected fruits of the Catholic religion 
at home, where it has reached a mature growth. The 
view of Popery in the United States, from the Quar. 
Reg. of the Amer. Ed. Soc., also drawn up by an 
able pen from Catholic documents, and the re- 
turns of Catholic missionaries now among us to their 
Roman master, comprises important matter on this 
head, in facts of their own showing. 

These multiplied efforts to awaken the Church of 
Christ to its peril, Dr. Beecher is seconding with a 
masterly hand. He has aimed, also, in bis discour- 
ses, more than any other, to acquaint American citi- 
zens at large, upon what ground our republican in- 
stitutions—the transmitted sureties of all our free- 
dom, religious and social—are placed by the paral- 
izing, blasting principles of this creed, Not to ex- 
cite a hot-headed and bigoted persecution of the sub- 
jects of His Catholic Holiness in this country, for 
that is by prescriptive right, an instrument of his 
own: but to awaken the just fears of patriotic Chris- 
tians, and spur them op to arrest at once, by coun- 
ter efforts, the progress of a system on whose fore- 
head both history and revelation have set the seal of 
corruption and sin. Unless their servile awe of a 
foreign master should give them traitorous hearts to- 
awards us (and it should, if they are good Catholics) 
they are not to be molested in their religious creed. 
But be it remembered, there is a species of inquisi- 
tion which we have a right to visit upon them, more 
excruciating, deadly and fatal to their ranks than all 
the machinery by which they are wont to bring poor 





a repetition of them viva voce. 


PRESENT STATE OF EUROPE. 


Cuasee is THe Britisn Ministry. 

The London Christian Observer for November, says of 
this important movement: “ The new minisiry consists of 
men who are pledged to retrenchment, to parliamentary 
reform, and to non-interference with the internal policy 
of other nations; and who are favorable to the amelioa- 
tion of the criminal code, the facilitation of justice, thr 
extension of ed » the bettering of the condition of 
the poor, the abolition of colonial slavery, and the prinej- 
ples of free trade.” 





Arrains in France, 
The number for October preceding, has also a view of 
the present conditivn of France, from which the following 
paragraphs are taken. 


The affairs of France have advanced as happily as 
any person who considers the peculiar difficulties of 
the case could have reasonably expected. ‘Those who 
looked for every passing day to exhibit scenes of wild 
extravagance, and rash, ill-digested meatures, have 
been disappointed. Abroad, the government have 
proceeded calmly in establishing their foreigu rela- 
tions with the nations of Europe. The independence 
of the states of South America is to be ackuowledg- 
ed; and very important plans are under considera- 
tion for the benefit of the Black aud Colored popu- 
lation of the French slave-colonics. From the well 
known sentiments of the leading members of the 
cabinet, we cannot but hope the case of the slave as 
well as the colored free people, will be satisfactorily 
adjusted. 

A measure is also before the chambers, for ex- 
tending trial by jury to offences of the press, which 
is to be followed by various other bills for the inter- 
nal improvement of the country in all its depart- 
ments. 

We lament, however, to say, that the proposition 
for the general abolition of the punishment of death 
is obliged to be deferred, in consequence of the pop- 
ular excitement upon this subject, notwithstanding 
the king himself, as well as his cabinet, and some of 
those statesmen who are most iu the confidence of 
the , are in favor of it. - 
itherto, we discern nothing of political danger, 
or even of popular disapprobation, beyond what was 
naturally to be expected after the first enthusiasm of 
the revolution had subsided, and private and party 
interests begav to come into play. Our most pain- 
ful feeling for France, and truly painful it is, arises 
from the melancholy fact that true Christianity seems 
almost extinct throu the land. This, however, 


is not imputable to the new geverament ; for we pre- 
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sume there is quite as much real belief in Christian- 
ity now as there wasthree months ago ; and the pres- 
ent unpopularity of the hollow hypocritical mumme- 
ry of Popery isto our minds more favorable to the 
ultimate progress of true religion than its late ascen- 
dency. Nor is it quite sober to select France, as 
f#ome among us are doing, us the mark for all the 
thunderbolts of Heaven, as if no other people in the 
world were irreligious and infidel; or as if the new 
king of the French, and his ministers, had suddenly 
transformed a nation of sincere Christians into hea- 
thens. The evil, we grieve to say, lies deeper; and 
the | table ab of religion in the public pro- 
ceedings of that country is not the cause, but only a 
sympton of the state of public feeling. The mask is 
now torn off; but was there more religion while it 
was worn? or is there more religion jinfsome other 
places where it is worn still? France is nuw seen as 
she is; and the knowledge thus protruded, mournful 
os it is, will, we trust, lead all who in that land of 
religious ignorance and infidelity love and value the 
jaw of God, to exert themselves more strenuously 
than ever for the spiritual welfare of their country- 
men. The Scriptural education of the rising gene- 
ration is the first great duty, otherwise in a few years 
even what now remains of Christianity will be well- 
nigh banished. We have no words to express how 
great is our sense of the obligations which at this mo- 
ment lie upon all who direct public opinion in France, 
and especially on those, for such there are, who sigh 
and cry for the abominations of the land. Nor, let us 
add, is it less the duty of British Christians to refrain 
frem those harsh anathemas and vindictive predic- 
tions which some among us are pouring forth, as if 
the Almighty had made them his special messengers 
to utter his wrath upon those whom they are pleased 
to consider asa forsaken and devoted people. What- 
ever are the impieties of France, they will not be 
Jessened by a course like this. 


BELGIUM. 
The Belgium provisional government, of which the 
journalist Potter is at the head, has begun its ca- 
reer with proclaiming full liberty of opinion and the 
freedom of discussion. It is also somewhat remark- 
able, that as one of the first acts of the Paris popu 
lace was to put dowa gambling, which the old gov- 
ernment had encouraged, so one of the first acts of 
the Brussels’ provisional government has been to 
abolish lotteries, as an immoral institution. One 
lesson we may learn from this, that where those who 
ought to reform what is wrong will not do it, they 
may find themselves set aside, and the work done by 
others. There is also another topic, which if our 
space allowed, we should wish to advert to; namely, 
the religious guilt of Protestant Holland as regards 
her Papal countrymen of Belgium. What has she 
done to promote a purer faith among them? Alas! 
she bas acted too much as Great Britain has acted 
towards Ireland—and these are some of the fruits. 
Oh it is fearful to profess a pure faith, and to do Jit- 
tle or eothing to prevent others perishing in iguo-. 
rance! 


Tas Protestant Vavpois or Pirpmonr. 
The case of the Protestant Vaudois has been 
before our readers often, but we quote it now 
as pertinent to the present multiplication of Catho. 
lict at the West, showing by facls what a ial 
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what is to be the lot of us poor Protestant heretics, 
who are in the minority. 

Among the people of the continent who have not 
rushed into measures of turbulence or rebellion, but 
who would have had more ample excuse for so doing 
than perhaps any, we cannot refrain from mentioning 
those long oppressed and silent sufferers, the Protest- 
ant Vaudois of Piedmont. Their grievances are not 
generally knewn; and as they have not taken up 
arms to vindicate their own cause, we think it the 
more incumbent on British Christians to plead it for 
them, and to suggest to our own government to in- 
tercede, as we think it might and ought, on their be- 
half—or rather, should we say, to urge the spirit of 
treaties to which this country was a party, and in 
contravention of which his Sardinian majesty has 
grigvously oppressed this much-suffering people.— 

art of Piedmont, our readers are aware, in- 
corporated by treaty with France,withxhe concurrence 
of the king of Sardinia, as early as 1796, and the 
remainder was afterwards subjugated by the French 
arms. The Pope himself recognized and made ar- 
rangements for the Piedmontese diocese under this 
order of affairs ; and England yirt ackoowledg- 
ed the union of Piedmont with France and its utter 
severance from Sardinia. For fourteen years, under 
this nized annexation, and tif) the treaty of Vi- 
enna in 1815, the Protestant Vaudois enjoyed every 
civil right possessed by their fellow-countrymen: 
their condition was perhaps more free and happy 
than ever it had been, and well did their long tried 

conduct deserve the warmest sympathy of their 
rotestant brethren. But unhappily by the treaty 
of Vienna they were made over like a flock of cattle 
to the king of Sardinia, who for no reason but that 
he was a bigoted Papist, and they Protestants, in 
spite of the general political amnesty agreed on by 
the allies, revoked their privileges, broke up the in- 
stitutions which had grown up among them, destroy- 
ed the vested rights by which they had acquired pos- 
sessions, made contracts, and obtained civil and 
military honors, and reduced them to a state of such 
degrading oppression, that they might not, and may 
not at this moment, purchase lends, or even reside, 
beyond certain limited boundaries; or build more 
than a restricted ber of schools or churches; or 
have walled burial grounds; nor may a Protestant 
minister visit a sick person, unless accompanied by 
a Catholic layman, or remain above a specified'time 
by his side; with many more vexatious and uncalled 
for festrictions, subversive of civil and religious lib- 
erty. Had lord Castlereagh interposed his good offi- 
ces, as the treaties made at the peace and the power- 
ful influence also of this country allowed, this scene 
of oppression had not taken place, But such was 
not the case; their unoffending voice was unheard ; 
and these, and several other severe regulations, still 
exist, while nothing has been done by the mediation 
of Protestant England to alleviate them. « It was not 
without difficulty that permission was even obtained 
to erect the hospital for which subscriptions were 
procured in this country. To say that the Vaudois 
are happy or contented under this oppression, would 
not be true: but they have suffered hitherto with ex- 
emplary patience: but that they will much longer 
continue to do so, after the examples set them in 
neighboring states, and with the remembrance of 
their own valor in former ages, may possibly be 
doubtful, especially as they can expect no redress 








regard we may expect from these faithful subjects of 
the Pope, towards our civil liberties.” The King of 
Sardinia is a “ good Catholic” in all this! And when 
the Catholics shall become numerous enough at the 
West, to send some Charles Felix to the Presidential 
chair, and as many other “ good Catholics” as they 
please to Congress, we may learn from this picture 





from their Sardinian oppressors, to whom they cer- 
tainly owe no fealty but that prescribed by foreign 
power. If they should shake off the papal and des- 
potic yoke of Sardinia, that state will have only its 
own oppressive and impolitic conduct to blame for 
the result; but we incline to thick that a friend! 

representation from the British court would be par 4 
cient to gain for them all the priv they re- 
quire, and prevent future disturbances and blood-shed. 
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PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA AND REV. 
ALBERT BARNES. 


We publish the paper of Dr. Greea which was adopted 
as the “ Final Decision” of the Philadelphia Presbytery 
in the case of Mr. Barnes—that our readers may see what 
is the “ bead and frout of his offeuding” for which he i- 
held op tothe world asa heretic. Ih is not altogether 
fair to give circulation to such an ex parte dissection of 
Mr. Barnes’ sermon, without publishing his reply. But 
it is wo voluminous necessarily for insertion here; and 
after having shown what able sponsors he has in the mat- 
ter, what with his own celebrity and fair fame, we are 
willing to trust him, on his accusers’ own showing, to ali 
the careful readers of Dwight, and Edwards and their 
Bible. 

It is proper to state also that Mr. Barnes and those who 
protested with him against the proceedings of the Pres- 
hytery do not recognise this paper His Answer is of- 
fered to the original Protest made at his installation, 
while this is the minute of Dr. Green, drawn up since, 
with some art at special pleading, and adopted as the 

“Fivat Decision.” 


The Presbytery of Philadelphia, agreeably to the di- 
rection of the Syned at their recent meeting in Lancas- 
ter, having considered the sermon of the Rev, Albert 
Barnes, entitled the Way or SaLvation, ave of the 
opinion that it contains speculations of dangerous tenden- 
cy on sowe of the principal poiots in Christian theology, 
and ought not therefore to be sanctioned as expressing 
that view of the great truths of God’s word, which the 
Presbyterian Church has uniformly adopted and which 
is exhibited in their authorised Confession of Faith, 

Ju stating the doctrine of original sin, the author em- 
ploys a phraseology which is calculated to mislead, and 
which appears evidently to conflict with the spirit and 
lever of the standards of the Presbyterian Church, 

1. He denies that the posterity of Adam are responsi- 
dle or an-werable for Adam's first sin, which he commit- 
ted as the federal of his race. Thus page 6. “ Christian- 
ity dees not charge on men crimes of which they are not 
guilty. It does not say, as | suppose, that the sinner is 

ld to be personally answerable for the transgressions of 
Adam, or of any other man.” ’ 

Although the word transgressions is here used plurally, 
yet ut is evident from the whole tenor of this division of 
the discourse, that the prime sin of Adam, which consti- 
tuted his apostacy from God is meant. Again, he says, 
p. 7, ° Nether the facta, nor any proper inference from 
the facts afiinm, that | am in either case personally respem- 
sible for what another man [referring 10 Adam) did before 
I an existence.” And he explicitly declares that if 
God had charged upon mankind such a responsibility, it 


the answer to the 22 Q. of Large Cat. “ The covenant 
being made with Adam asa public person, vot for him- 
self only, but for his posterity; all mankind descendin: 

from him by ordinary geweration sinned in him and fe} 
with him, in that first transgression.” 

3. He declares, p 7,“ that the notion of imputing sia 
is an invention of modern times,” contrary to Con, of FP. 
chap. vi. 3, * They being the root of all mankind, the 
guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death in sin 
avd corrupied aature conveyed to all their posterity, de- 
scending from them by ordinary generation ’ 

4 Inp. 5, he admits that his language on the subject 
of original sin, differs fram that used by the Confession 
of Fah on the same subject, and then accounts for this 
difference on the ground of the difficulty of affixing any 
clear and definite meaning to the expression “ we sinned 
m him and fell with him.” ‘This expression he considers, 
as far as it is capable of interpretation, as“ intended to 
couvey the idea, not that the sin of Adam is imputed to 
us, or set over to our account, but that there was a per- 
sonal iden’ity constituied between Adam and his er- 
ity, so that it was really our uct, and ours only, alter all 
that is chargeable on us.” 

The whole of this statement is exceedingly incautious 
andimproper. ‘The language of the Confession of Faith 
on one of the cardinal doctrines is held up as obscure 
and unintelligible, or, if possessing any meaning, as ex- 
pressing an absurdity. The framers of this confession 
are charged with the absurdity of maintaining the person- 
alidemity between Adam and his ear when their 
language conveys no more than a federal or representa- 
tive relationship. This whole view of the doctrine of 
original sin, is, in the opinion of the Presbytery obscure, 
perplexed, fruitful of dangerous consequences, and, there- 
fore, censurable. 

The statements of this sermon on the doctrine of atone- 
ment, are also in the opinion of Presbytery, iu some im- 
portant features, erroneous, and contrary to the orthodox 
views, 

1. At p 11, He says, “ this atonement was for all men. 
It was an offering made for the race. It had not respect 
so much to individuals, as to the law and perfections of 
God. It was an opening of the way of pardon, a making 
forgiveness consistent, a preserving of truth, a magnily ing 
of the law, and had no particular reference to any class 
of men” 

Hete it is denied that the atonement had any special 
relation to the elect, «which it had not also to the non- 
elect; but if ithe wue, that the atonement offered by 
Christ, had no“ respect to individuals,” “ 90 particular 
reference to any class of men,” vpon what principle can 
it be regarded a satisfaction to divive justice for the sins 
of men? or in what proper sense can Christ be consid- 
ered asa vicarious sacrifice 2? Unless the atonement be 
a satisfaction for the sins of individuals, upon what prio- 
ciple can it open the way of pardon, make forgiveness 
consistent, preserve truth, or magnify the law ? the 
-pecial reference of the atonement to a chosen people in 
‘ to this view is taught Con. of F. cinap. viii 5. 
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would have been clea:ly unjust, vide p.6. The doctrine 
of respon-ibility, here impugned, is clearly expressed, 
Con. of F. chap. vi. 6. ‘* Every sin, both original and ac- 
tual, being a transgression of the righteous law of God 
and contrary thereunto, doth in its own nature bring 
guilt upon the sinner, whereby he is hound over to the 
wrath of Ged aud curse of the law, and so made sub- 
ject to death, with all miseries, spiritual, temporal and 
eternal.” 

2 Iw accordance with the above doctrine that man- 
kind are not responsible for Adum’s sin, he affirms, p 7, 
that “* Christianity affirms the fact, that in connection 
with the sin of Adam, or as a resulé, all moral agents will 
sin and sinning will die.” And then proceeds to explain 
the principle upon which the universality of sin is to be 
accounted for, by representing it to be the result of Ad- 
an'ssin, in the same sense, as the misery of a crunk- 
ard’s family is the result of his intemperance. Here it 
would seem, the author maintains that the same re!ation- 
ship subsists between every man and his family, as sub- 
sisted between Adam and his posterity, that the same 
principle of moral government applies to both cases 
alike, or in other words, that mankind hold not other 
relationship to Adam, than that of children to a natural 
progenitor. 

The ic, federal or representative character of Ad- 


“ The Lord Jesus hy his perfect obediexce and saciifice 
of himself, whieh he, through the Eternal Spirit, once 
offered up unto God hath fully satisfied the justice of his 
Father, and purchased not only reconciliation but an ev- 

erlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all 
those whom the Father hath given unto him.” Again 

in answer to Q. 44, L. C. Christ executeth the office of 
a Priest in his once offering himself a sac. ifice without 
spat to God, to be a reconciliation for the sins of his peo- 
le,” &e. ‘ 

' 2. Atp. 11, He says, ‘‘ The atonement of itself secured 
the salvation of no one,” and again,“ The atonement 
seeured the salvation of no one, except as God had prom- 
ised his Son that he should see of the travail of his soul, 
and except on the titi of rey e and faith.’ 

This language is incautious and calculated to mislead, as 
it seems to imply that the atonement of itself does not se- 
cure itsown application, and therefore may by possibility 
fail in iis design. It is improper to suspend its efficacy 
upen conditions, when the itions themselves are the 
results of its efficacy. See Con. of F. cap. vii. 8. “ To 
all those for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, he 
doth certainly and effectually apply and communicate the 
same ; muking intercession for them, and revealing unto 
them in and by the word, the mysteries of salvation; ef- 











yn A persuading them by his Spirit to believe and 


am is denied, contrary to the explicit statement in‘ obey 
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3. Atp. 10, he wu ivocally denies that Christ endu- 
red the penalty of the law. “ He did not indeed endme 
the penalty of the law, for his sufferings were not eternal, 
nor did he endure remorse of conscience ; but he endu- 
red so much suffering, bore so much agony, that the Fa- 
ther was pleased to accept of it in the place of the eternal 
torments of all that should be saved.” Here it seears to 
be incaleated that Crrist did not sati-fy the paecise claims 
which a violated law had upon the sinner, bat that he did 
what might be cousidered a substitute for such satisiae- 
tion; or His implied that God remitted or waived the 
origival claim, and accepted of something tess. And 
that this is the sentiment of the author, is evident fom 
his language, p. 11. “ Christ’s sufferings were severe, 
more severe than those of amy mortal before or since, but 
they bore, so far as we can see, only a very distant re- 
semblance to the pains of hell, the proper penalty of the 
law. Nor is it possible to conceive that the sufferings of 
a few hours, however severe, could equal pains though 
far less intense, eternally prolonged. Stil! less that the 
suftermgs of human natave in a single instance, for the 
divine wature could wot suffer, should be equal to the 
eterwal pain of many millions.” Here it is affirmed that 
Christ was wot cauprble of enduring that penalty, which 
the yustwe of God had exacted of the stoner, that his 
sufferings bore a very distant resemblance to it, and by 
consequence that the penalty of the law has been either 
relaxed or isyet unpaid, and that the justice of God has 
waived Us original demand, or is yet unsatisfied, 

The whole of this language seems derogatory to Christ 
asan all-sufficient Redeemer; it judges of the human 
nature ol Christ as if it were a common human nature, 
it leaves oul of view the infinite support which the divine 
nature was incapable of imparting to the human nature 
of Christ, and is very differen from the view of this sub- 
ject given by the framers of our standards in the answer 
tw the 38 Q. of L.C. “It was requisite that the Media- 
tor shouid be God, that he might sustain and keep the 
humaa sature from sinking under the infinife wrath of 
God and power of death : give worth and efficacy to his 
sufferings, vbedience and intercession, and to satisfy 
Guus justice,” &c. &e, 

Jn discoursing on human ability the sermon contains 
expressions which do not seem to be well-judged. In p. 
14, it is said, “it is not to avy want of physical strength 
that this rejection is owing, for men have power enough, 
in themseives, to hate both God and their fellow men 
andat requires less physical power to love God than to 
hate him ;” and on the same page he represents man's 
inabiluy 4s sulely in the will; and on p 30, that men are 
not saved simply because they will not be saved. Here 
physical ability is represented as competent to the per- 
formance of a moral action, which is an improper appli- 
Cat.on of terms, and human inability as resulting merely 
from the will, and not from total depravity, which is con- 
trary to Confession of Faith, cap. vi. 4. “ From this 
original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, 
disabled, and made apposite to all good, and wholly in- 
clined to ull evil, do proceed all actual transygrersions,” 
and Confession of Faith, cap. ix. 3. Man, by his fall 
tato a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to 
any spirtival good accompanying salvation, so, as a 
natural man being altogether averse from that which 
is good, und dead in sin, is vot able, by his own strength, 
to convert himself orto prepare himself thereunto.” 

_ Siill farther, the language of the sermon, on the sub- 
ject of conformity to the standards of the church, if sane- 
tioned, would give to every individual afier adopting 
these standards, the liberty of dissenting from them as 
much, and as ofien as he might desire. Thus p. 6, he 
says, “It is wot denied that this language varies the 
Statements which are often made on this subject, from 
the opinion which has been entertained by many. And, 
i ts wdmitied, that it does not accord with that used on 
the ome subject in the Confession of Faith, and other 
standards of doctrine,” And again, p. 12. ‘ The great 
principle on which the author supposes the truths of re- 
lizion are to be preached, and on which he endeavors 
to act is, that the Bible isto he interpreted by all the hon- 
est helps within the reach of the preacher, and then pro- 
claimed as it is, let it lead where it will, within, or with- 
out the circumference of any arrangement of doctrines. 
ing on ane tbeolagienl oem pi a a ee 

em; nor is he to cra 
by any frame work of Faith that has been reared 
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the Bible.” This language would seem to imply, that an 


individual may enter the bosom of a church by a public 
reception of its creed, and contioue in the communion 
of that church, although he should subsequently di-cover 
that its creed was not founded oa the word of God — 
While the liberty of every one to accept or reject any 
particular creed, is fally acknowledged by this Preshbyt- 
ery, yet, they do deny, that any minister, while he re- 
mains in the communion of the Presbyterian Church, has 
aright to impugn its creed, of to make a puliic declara- 
tion that he is not bound by its authority. 

In fine, a whole view of this discourse seems to warrant 
the belief, that the grand and fundamental doctrine of jus- 
tification, as held by the Protestant Reformers, and taught 
clearly aad abundantly in the standards of the Preshyte- 
rian Church, is really not held, but denied in this ser- 
mon. For the imputation of Adam's sia is denied 5 and 
the endurance of the penalty of the law by Christ, is de- 
nied ; and any special reference of the atonement tothe 
elect of God, ix denied, and the righteousness of Cir ist 
as the meritorious ground of our acquital aud acceptance 
with God, is not once mentioned, although the text of 
the discourse nuturally points to the docirme ; and whea 
it is considered that the imputation of Adam's first sin to 
his postecity, and the imputation of the sins of God's peo- 
ple to their surety Saviour, and the imputation of his fia- 
ished righteousness to them, do all rest upon the same 
ground, and must ail stand or fall together, and that it 
has been found in fact, that those who deny one of these, 
do generally deny the whole, and to be consistent, must 
necessarily do so, it is no forced conclusion, but one 
which seems inevitable, that the sermon does really re- 
ject the doctrine of jastifieation as held by the Reform- 
ers, and as tanght in our Confession of Faith and Cate- 
chisms; that it does not teach, as the answer to justifi- 
cation in our Shorter Catechism as-er's, that, “ Justifica- 
tion isan act of God's free grace, wherein he pardourth 
all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sight ouly 
for the righteousness of Clirist, imputed to us, and re- 
ceived by faith alone.” 

L is vot satisfactory, that the sermon says, that * Christ 
died in the place of sinuers ;”" that it speaksof “ the mer- 
its of the Sen of God, the Lord Jesas Christ,” —of “ the 
love of Christ.” of “ potting on the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
of being “ willing to drop into the hands of Jesus, and to 
be saved by his oerit alone,” of God, * sprinkling on the 
soul the blood of Jesus, and freely pardoning all its sins,” 
since this language may be used and is actually used by 
some who expliculy deny, that Christ took the law place 
of sinners, bore the curse of God's law in their room and 
stead, and that they are saved only by the imputation to 
them of Lis perfect righteousness, 

On the whole, the Presbytery express their deep regret 
that Mr. Barnes should have preached and published a 
discourse, so highly objectionable, and so manifestly, in 
some of its leading points opposed to the doctrines of the 
Confession of Faith and Catechiems of the Presbyterian 
Church ; they earnestly recommend to Mr. Barnes, to 
re-consider and renounce the erroneous matter contain- 
ed in his printed sermun, as specified in the foregoing 
decisions of Presbytery, and with a view to afford time 
to Mr. Barnes for reflection and re-consideration, in re- 
ference to the errors of his sermon, and for opportunity 
for such of the brethren. as may choose to converse free- 
ly with him on the subject, the Presbytery do suspend 
their final decision ov the case, until their neat stated 
meeting.” 


The Indiars.—R. Taylor, John Ridge, and W. 8. 
Coody, the Cherokee Delegation, have published a 
note in the National Lutelligencer, in contradiction 
of the statements that the Cherokees were willing to 
sell their lands, provided reservations were given to 
certain characters:—They say, “they have repeat- 
edly declared to the Government and its agent their 
solemn determination never again to cede another 
foot of land, and, whatever may be said to the con- 
trary, they are ly and unalterably resolved never 
to expose their Interests, their happiness and their 


country in market.” . 


Imprisonment for Debt.—A great meeting has heen 
for abolish- 





held at Saratoga, N. Y. to take measures 
ing imprisonment for debt. 








Sabbath Bchool in Broadway. 


!. To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 

Sir,—Last Sabbath morning I walked to the up- 
per part of Broadway, to visit the Sabbath School 
recently established in that part of the City. I was 
much gratified to find a comfortable and respectably 
appearing school-house, erected by the kinduess and 
charity of a few individuals, in a vicinity where such 
a building was so much needed. The building serves 
not only for common schools, during the week, but 
is well filled on Sabbath morning with the children 
from the neighborhood, who assemble to learn select 
passages from the Bible, and to hear them explain- 
edand enforced in the plain and familiar language 
of conversation. I think Sir, if those who have con- 
tributed to build the house, would visit it on. the morn- 
ing of the Sabbath, they would agree with me, ‘that 
it is an excellent charity; and that three hundred 
dollars could not haye been expended for a more use- 
ful purpose. 

The Sabbath School I found to consist of about 
eighty scholars, under the superintendence of one of 
the young gentlemen, who are preparing for the min- 
istry. The view of so large a number of children, 
gathered, many of them, from the abodes of pover- 
ty and wretchedness; who, until taken by the hand 
of Christian kindness, and led to this school, were 
ignorant and neglected; excited my feelings in no 
common degree. It is reasonable to suppose; in- 
deed those who have watched the course of Sabbath 
School instruction for the last twenty years, will find 
no difficulty in beliering, that many of these hitherto 
neglected children, will from the impulse given in 
the school, become useful and intelligent members of 
society, ornaments of the Christian church, and heirs 
of the heavenly inheritance. 

But it is not children of from six to fourteen years 
of age only, who are benefited by this establish- 
ment. A Bible class has been recently commenced, 
in which, those of riper years, will have an opportu- 
nity of learning the character of God; the great plan 
of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ; and the 


duties and obligations they owe to the Author of f 


their being, and to all the members of the human 
family. 

But, Mr. Editor, | have not givén youa view of 
the whole prospect. In the room below, that in 
which the children I have mentioned were assembled, 
I found about twenty very young children, formed 
into an Infant Sabbath School, where they were 
taught little hymns, which at one time they rehears- 
ed, and sung at another, as they were guided by 
theirteacher. 1 have no predilections, Sir, for Infant 
Schools, which are established merely for communi- 
cating instruction in spelling, and the first rudiments 
of knowledge; as in my view, little progress in ac- 
quirements which are useful, is made by those who 
are sent tothem. But when I see imparted to the 
infant mind, instruction in religion, by storing it with 
short passages from the Scriptures, fod bymns, like 
those of Dr. Watts, which a very little child can un- 
derstand; 1 feel as if the garden was filled with 
healthful and youthful plants, and that, if neglected, 
it would soon be overgrown with weeds. I learned 
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one fact concerning these Sabbath Schools, the 
knowledge of which has induced me to make this 
communication—their library is quite insufficient.— 
Many S. S. books for children, and others for young 
persons and teachers, are much wanted. And it 
seems to mg, Sir, that in a city where there are so 
many good libraries, as may be found in ours; li- 
braries too, belonging to professing Christians, it 
would be a very easy task to replenish the library I 
have mentioned, and make it as large as is necessa- 
ry. If each person who is abundantly able, would 
give two, four, or six 8. S. books from their libra- 
ries for this object ; and where they have them not 
in possession, would purchase them, the work would 
soon be accomplished. 

Mr. Cross has consented to receive at his Book- 
store, any books which may be left with him; and 
he will see that they are safely deposited in the libra- 
ry of the Sabbath School, of which I have given an 
account. 

P. S. Ihave been informed, that a school house 
of the kind | have mentioned, is much wanted at 
Barnesville, for the benefit of the children in that 


neighborhood. 
A Faiexp to Sassata Scuoots. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL. 
AND 
ADVOCATE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 


The Board of Managers of the American Sunday School 
Union have to publish a weekly paper with the 
above title. 

As the suceess of the measure depends on the number 
of copies circulated and read, the following inducements 
to subscribe for it, are ested to the reader : 

1. The »whject of religious education has become a dis- 
tinet and interesting department of general intelligence 
and inquiry. 

2. Some popular form of presenting it continually, and 
by itself, to public attention, seems indixpensable. 

3. A weekly paper is found to be most efficient, and the 
least expensive mode of diffusing information. 

It allows a more general and familiar discussion and il- 
lustration of subjects connected with the cause it advo- 
cates, 

It furnishes a moch greater variety and quantity of mat- 
ter than can be furnished, at the same price in any other 
form. 

In the vse we shall make of it, it will excite attention 
—correct errors and abuses—and periodically inspect and 
report the progress and prospects of the system of Sunday 
school instruction 

By the prompt correction of misapprehensions and mis- 
statements it will avert much of the mischief they would 
oceasion—and with the silent but powerful eloquence of 
facts, it will plead a cause which deserves to find a friend 
in every friend of God or man. 

Terms.—The “ Sunday School Journal” will be pub- 
lished in a style and manuer not inferior to those of week- 
lv papers generally. 

Tie price to single subscribers will be $2 per annum. 
If not paid within three months after the receipt of the 
first number in each year, $2 50 per annua. 


CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR, No. IV. 

Coxtenxts.—I. Review of the Life and Writings of 
the Rev. Andrew Fuller. 

II. On the Fear of God, as an essential principle 
of true religion. 

Ill. Letter from a traveller on the Continent of 
Europe. 

LY. Review of the Essays of Philanthropos on 





Peace and War. 
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V. Review of Letters on Missions, by William 
Swan, Missionary to Siberia. 

VI. Review of, Sprague's Lectures to Youth. 

Vil. Review of Wheaton’s Journal of a Residence 


in London. 

VIII. Review of an Address to thé citizens of Bos- 
ton, and ao Historical Sketch of Watertown. 

1X. Review of Butler’s Analogy of Natural and 


Revealed Religion . 
X. Review of High Church and Arminian Princi- 


ples. 


Insiallation:---Wednesday, the 22d ult. Rev. Fran- 
cis H. Case was installed over the East Church and 
Society in Avon. Sermon by Rev. Dr. Hawes, from 
2 Cor.5; 11---Charge by Rev. Dr. Porter of Farm- 
ington, and Right-hand of Fellowship by Rev. Mr. 
Burt, of Canton. 


SUMMARY. 


Massachusetls.--The new census of this State shows 
the whole number of deaf and dumb persons is 475 
of whom 5 are colored. The number of blind is 245, 
of whom 4 are colored persons. The whole number 
of aliens is 8,739. 

Extraordinary Ci ion.—We understand that 
300,000 copies of the Tract, Dickinson's Appeal to 
American Youth on Temperance, has been distributed 
during the past year. 

‘How Baptists view Baplism.--A writer in the Re- 
ligious Herald, a Baptist paper published ia Rich- 
mond Va. says: I never knew a Baptist who enter- 
tained the belief, that immersion is a saving, sin re- 
moving ordinance. That old oft repeated, and slan- 
derous accusation that we make ‘a Saviour of water,’ 
has nearly expired.” 

Hard to retreat.—-Mankind too frequently wed opin- 
jons ; and having taken them “for better or for 
worse,” conceive it a point of honor to maintain 
them ever after---though reason and truth sue fora 
divorce. 

Prison Discipline Sociely.---The four annual Re- 
ports of this Society Lave been stereotyped, and may 
be procured in Boston, at $1 a copy, 330 8vo. pages. 
Terms of Membership to this benevolent Association, 
$2 per annum. 

Female School in Liberia.—The Female Coloniza- 
tion Society of Richmond and Manchester have tak- 
en incipient measures (o eslablish a Female School, in 
Liberia. The Secretary has written toa lady in one 
of the northern States, who, we understand, is well 
qualified for the duties of a preceptress, and who 
from a Christian regard to the perishing, wishes to 
devote herself to this benevolent work. 


The Valley.—Rev. L. H. Loss has resigned his pas- 
toral charge of the church iu Camden, Oneida co. 
with the intention of accepting av appointment which 
he has received from the Amer. S. 8S. Union to labor 
in the service of that Union in the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi. He expects to spend the winter in reviving 
the auxiliaries of the Western Sunday School Union, 
and to go on to the west in the spring.—Weslern Re- 


University of Alabama.—Rev. Alva Woods, D. D. 
President of the Transylvania University, Ky. has 
beee appointed to the Presidency of the University 
of Alabama, situated at Tuscaloosa. 

Sunday Schools in Kentucky.—By the first of Jan- 
vary, five men will enter the field of labor in this 
State, to establish Sabbath Schools in all places 
where it is practicable. . 


Summary. 
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Slavery.—-The Georgia Senate, by a vote of 38 to 
30, have refused to repeal a law probibiting the im- 
portation of slaves into that State. 


Indian Murders.—We have lately seen several ac- 
counts of Indian murders in Arkansas, and on the 
borders of the Texas. The Indians ia that quarter 
are also contending among themselves and shedding 
much blood. No une interferes to prevent the work 
of destruction. This is the place to which it is pro- 
posed to send the Cherokees, and where the Indiaus 
reside who have already emigrated beyond the Mis- 
sissippi. Crowded together, with no definite boun- 
daries. and no one to fix them, a t war 
themselves soon destroys their race.— Dutchess Iniel- 
ligencer. 

A writer in a Rochester paper forcibly represents 
the necessity of efforts to promote universal education 
now that the right of universal suffrage prevails, by 
saying that as a nation we are like a ship at sea— 
we must pump or sink.” 

Our Army.—The following is an account of the 
Standing Army of the United States, extracted from 
the last Report of the Secretary at War. It presents 





a force of 6188 persons engaged for all the military 
service of 13,000,000 of people, extended over « 
square of 2000 miles. What wil Europe think of 
such an army! Surely our nation must have its de- 
fence in the hearts of millions of good citizen repub- 
licans, and in the Arm of the Almighty.— Philadel- 
phian. 


MISSIONARY SPIRIT AT ANDOVER. 


An association for Home Missions, auxiliary 
to the Home Missionary Society, has recently 
been formed in the Theological Institution.— 
One of its members in a recent letter, says: 


Our association now consists of seventeen 
members, and has the prospect of a considera- 
ble increase. Eleven of the present Senior 
Class have determined, Providence permitting, 
to go to the west and south. Six or seven oth- 
ers say, that the only obstacle is debts, and the 
fear that the a t of support allowed by the 
American Home Missionary Society will not 
enable them to do justice to their creditors. If 
this embarrassment could be removed, a la 
number of our brethren here, who bave thought 
much of he importance of the Gospel ministry 
to the millions of the west, would, without hes- 


itation, give their lives to this service. 
. ¥. Obs. 


The vender and his victim.—“ Give me a res- 
»onsible endorser” said Mr. Puncheon Purse to 

is customer, yesterday,—*“ Give me a responsi- 
ble endorser and you shall have the goods.” 

“ An endorser !” returned Mr. Edward Ea- 
sy—you never asked me that question before. 
And I’ve bought hundreds of dollars worth of 
you, for which you bad your money, except 
the present balance of ten dollars. And do you 
refuse to trust me for twenty dollars more 

“ Indeed I do,” replied the merchant “and 
with good reason. hen I trusted you, you 
were asober man—but now you can’t pretend 
to that chardetter.” 

“ Aye, Mr. Puncheon Purse” retorted a 7 
stander,—“ What you say is true—and it is 
true that the rum you sold Ned Easy, has chang- 
ed him from a sober man into a sot.” 


Genius of Temperance. 
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TEMPERANCE AT WASHINGTON. 


A correspondent of the N. ¥. Observer gives a 
passing sketch of the manners and morals at our na- 
tional metropolis,—which shows that there is a con- 
gress of something more than politics there. It 
proves that the principle of representation is thorough 
and complete in our land—that immorality, licentious- 
ness and vice have also (heir delegates there. ~ 


Washington, December 18, 1830. 

Among the numerous visitors to the metrop- 
olis at this time, isthe Rev. Dr. Edwards, Agent 
of the AmericanTemperance Socicty,who comes 
on business not surpassed in importance by 
that of any class of men, who resort to the seat 
of our Government. The success of the tem- 
perance cause here, though | believe, as every 
where else, commensurates with the exertions 
made, under equally favorable circumstances, 
hus not been so great as in many parts of our 
land. Jt ought to be quite as great. Washing- 
ton may be called the head of the nation, as 
New York is the heart of the nation. I would, 
1 could say the “whole head” is not “sick,” as 
I believe | can truly say, the “ whole heart” is 
“not taint.” . 

Dr. Edwards was met on Toesday evening 
by the Board of Managers of the Washington 
Temperance Society, at the apartnient of Judge 
Cranch, City Hall, when it was arranged that 
he should preach on the following, (last) Thurs- 
day evening, at the Methodist Chapel, on Sun- 
day inthe churches of the Rev. Messrs. Post 
and Dantorth, and at different churches there- 
afier. Our Methodist brethren in Baltimore 
and this city, cordially unite in the enterprise, 
and are forming associations on the plan whieh 
has been attended with so much success. Dr. 
E. is deeply impressed with the importance of 
a reformation among the leading men in our 
country, aud that as commercial nen have sent 
forth so happy an influence from your city, pol- 
itical men should do the same in this city. If, 
as is, alas! too true, such wide devastation has 
been made in the families of merchants in New 
York, the same is true of families here. Quar- 
relling, maduess, suicide, the jail, death itself, 
have been the fruits of the intoxicating bow!. 

Some symptoms of returning health have in- 
spired the friends of temperance with gratitude 
for the past; and hope for the fature; but the 
dixease is still powerful and threatening. Pe- 
culiar obstacles exist here. These obstacles are 
created, not merely by the vast influx of stran- 
gers, the number of whom is estimated to be 
at least 50,000 in the half year, but by the effect 
of the pervicious example which is set them in 
high places. Maultitudes of the visitors come 
here as they go to other places of fashionable 
resort, at otlier seasons of the year; and with 
pockets full of money, and a keen appetite for 
ainusement, run riot in all manner of extrava- 
ganuce. If their betters do it, why may not 
they? They not ouly prefer imitating the follies 
and vices of the great to the yirtues of the 
good, but also the virtues of the great. ‘The 
representatives must invite his constituent or 
friewl to participate with bim at the festive 
board, and quaff a social glass to their mutual 


until he has gone the round of all whose favor 
he wishes to keep or to gain, and his levees for 
the gratification of beauty, fashion, and the 
sovereign people. “If I get out of Washington 
without being a bankrupt,” said he once in my 
hearing, “ Ishall do better than I expect.” The 
heads of departments, especially if aspirants 
for his place, must follow his example. The 
Foreign Ministers, as representatives of their 
splendid courts, must not be surpassed by the 
simple republicans with whom they negotiate. 
The Coinmissioners of the Navy, and the Com- 
mander-in-Chief must keep open house for their 
subordinates. The Postmaster General must 
ask Postmasters and Contractors, will you dine 
with me to-morrow ? Or a party must some- 
how be made up, at which a sober man is com- 
pelled to drink a dozen or two of glasses,— 
Judge M’Lean, though believed to be a sincere 
Christian, and though a member of the Meth- 
odist church, gave great parties. ‘The Presi- 
dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the 
House must be liberal hosts. What would you 
think of a bill of $800 for wine, alone, charged 
to the account of one of our distinguished men ? 
I have been credibly, because directly informed 
of this fact. e 


CLERGYMEN MAKE POOR POLITICIANS. 


Then, there are the balls and birthdays, the 
theatres, and the gaming houses, the 
where the property and happiness of many a 
seduced man have been miserably wrecked.— 
The corporation of the city have exhausted 
their wisdom, and almost their power, in at- 
tempting to break up these reprobate dens. 
Their proprietors laugh at fines—pay the mu- 
let, and swindle the next stranger to his bones, 
The number of these resorts is few, but deadly. 
The history of one betrayed man (a member of 
Congress) is sufficiently instructive to demand 
a notice. He told me he was once 4 preacher 
of the Gospel, and a successful one; that allu- 
red by the prospect of political fume, he re- 
nounced the ministry, and sought a seat in 
Congress. Having received a full expression 
of the approbation of his constituents by being 
elected by a large majority, he gave himself up 
to their political interests, and took an active 
part in Congress, “ From the time that I com- 
meticed my political career,” said he, “ God 
has cursed me. Relying upon the fancied su- 
perjority of my twlents, | began to exert 
them in a headlong manner, and broke down the 
Jirst week on the floor! This I consider a right- 
eous visilation of Providence for deserting my 

t.’? That the gentleman in question does 
possess the elements of a superior mind can be 
doubted by uone who are acquainted with bim. 
Had the energy of his resistance been equal to 
the gifts of his mind and manner, he might 
have>been vectable even as a politician.— 
Had he wholly avoided the dangerous arena 6 
party politics, le would bave been still more 
respectable and useful asa herald of the cross. 
If he escapes the utter ruin of a pilgrimage to 
Washington, his lot will be a happier one than 
that of some of his predecessors, or than his 
best friends have reason to fear or his worst 
evemiesto bope it will be, The poor man is 





health! The President must repeat his dinners,, 


| bow seen quite intoxicated. 
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Clergymen make but indifferent politicians, 
and worse statesmen. Alexander Campbell, 
the antagonist of Owen, lost as much in poli- 
tics at Richmond, as he gained in polemics at 
Cincinnati. The Virginia convention proved 


to him quite a different field of gction from the 
miscellaneous convention at the West. Judge 
Barbour, it is said, was quite provoked that the 
parson should so intrusively attempt to og Aye 

a 


litician. An adept in theology may 
Coaster in civil matters. 

Counter influences at work.—Speaking of the 
unpropitious influences of this city, justice re- 
quires that I should not withhold the statement 
of any fact, which shows that a counteracting 
influence is not inoperative. There are many 
pious and exemplary Christians here, and pray- 
er has not without effect been offered by the 
churches of our Lord. Seasons of revival 
have been enjoyed in the Presbyterian, Baptist, 
and Methodist churches. I believe there is a 
private prayer meeting held by a few members 
of Congress. Last winter was not the first 
time of the occurrence of this event, as I heard 
stated at New York, in May last. 

Mr. Richardson, of Massachusetts, brought 
forward a resolution this week, for the appoint- 
ment of a committee on education, but without 
success. By recurring to the yeas and nays 
you could almost tell from the names, what 
digtricts of our country have enjoyed the bles- 
sifgs of education in their excellence. The 
members from some parts of the country, are 
so profoundly afraid of violating the constitu- 
tion, that they wili not help us even in this dis- 
trict to the ereetion of schools on a universal 
system, or even single institutions of charity. 

e hope for better times. 

Yours, &c. cA 


REVIVALS. 


It is pleasing to learn that the friends of Zion 
are enlivened in sundry parts of our land with 
the gracious effusions of the Divine Spirit. Itis 
true these showers of grace are limited and 
vartial: but still sufficient to show that the 
rd hath not forgotten te be merciful in the 
midst of deserved wrath. There is now a most 
encouraging sertousness in Augusta, Ga. where 
of late sume very hopeful accessions have been 
made to the Church under the care of the Rev. 
C. D. Mallary. In the neighborhood of Tus- 
caloosa, Ala. the word has been blessed to the 
conversion of many souls. The Rev. Thomas 
Baines informs us that within a few months 
prior to the date of his letter, he had baptised 
twenty in one church, and several in another 
which Jie attends. Iu other places, times of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord are 
enjoyed.—Star & Index. 


Chilicothe, Ohio.—-From the Rev. Mr. Hall, 
ewe learn that there is a very interesting state of 
feeling in the Presbyterian church and society 
in Chilicothe, Ohio. On Sabbath before last, 
twenty persons were received into the church. 
A large number were under serious impres-4 
sions. On Monday night at a publhe meeting, 
about one hundred came to the anxious seats 
to be prayed for and to reeeive religious in- 
struction adepted to their wants. —W. Lum. 


N. D. 


’ Obituary. 
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From the Rochester Observer we learn that 
the revival of religion in Rochester, N. Y. is 
still going on with great and increasing power. 


WELL DONE. 


Gen. Macomb in his report to the Secretary 
of War says, 


“Tt was my intention to have noticed, in this 
report, the evil consequences resulting from 
the allowance of ardent spirits to the troops, as 
a part of their daily ration, but your late order, 
directing the abolishment of the issue of that 
portion of the ration, has anticipated all my 
wishes in that regard. The most sanguine 
hopes are entertained that, as soon as the ex- 
cessive use of ardent spirits can be restrained, 
the most happy result may be anticipated in the 
melioration of the physical and moral condition 
of the rank and file of the Army.” 

We add, well done John H. Eaton, and Al- 
exander Macomb—honor to whom honor is 
due.—Philadelphian. 


MOURNING APPAREL. 


Mr. Editor.—It is not my intention to com- 
mence a warfare with a practice which I think 
it my duty to abandon, and which I think de- 
serves the consideration of at least every Chris- 
tian ; (I mean wearing mourning apparel) but 
to state one of its practical results, which late- 
ly came under my own observation, for facts 
are strong arguments, In visiting a poor family 
in this city | inquired of the lady of the house 
if she attended any church, she said she had 
some times, but not lately, for want of suitable 
clothing. 

I observed that her object in attending was of 
more consequence than her dress, for “God 
looked at the heart.” She said she had a light 
colored dress but she had lately heard of the 
death of her son and “the neighbors would 
think strange to see her in church in such a 
dress.” 

I don’t know of another such case as the 
above but fear there may be many in the same 
condition. 

If Christians would save the amount which 
they might by being a little strange and give it 
to the Orphan Asylum, or some kindred insti- 
tution their money and example might be of as 
much benefit to others, as it would be an inju- 
ry to pride and extravaganee.—Abany Tele- 
graph. 








OBLTUARY. 


In this city, on the 27th ult. a child of Mr. Nahum 
Haywood, aged 5 sears. On the 30th, a child of 
Mr. Cleavelant J. Salter, aged 3 years. Same day, 
a child of Capt. Birdseye Brooks, aged 7 months. 

la Hotchkisstowa, (New-Haven) om the 30th alt. 
two children of Dr. Swan, late of Philadelphia, ove 
aged 4 years, and the other 1S months—both buried 
in one grave. 

Iu West Springfield, on the Qlst ult. suddenly of 
billious cholic, Mr. Joseph Ives, formerly of Hamden, 
aged 60. 

in Farmirgton, Mrs. Ursata Crampton, agrd 54; 








Mai. Roger Hooker, aged 79; Mr. Charles Fitkin, 
aged 71. 








CHRISTIAN LYRE. 


The following beautiful Hymn set to music, is from the Christian Lyre, published in New.York, by Rev. 
¥ Joshua Leavitt. Subscribers can be furnished with the numbers, at the office of the Religious Intelligeacer. 
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14. Christian’s Home. 


1 BRETHREN, while we sojourn here, 
Fight we must, but should mot fear; 
Foes we have, but we've a Friend, 
One that loves us to the end: 
Forward, then, with courage go, 
Long we shall not dwell below ; 
Soon the joyful news will come, 
“Child, your Fathor ealls, Come home.” 


2 In the way, a thousand snares 
Lie to take us unawares; 
Satan, with malicious art, 
Watches each unguarded heart: 
But from Satan’s snalice 4 
Saints shal] soon, in bez Be 
Soon the joyful news will come, 
“ Child, your Father calls, Come homer” 


3 But of all the foes we meet, 
_ None so oft mislead our feet, 
“None betray us into sin, 
Like the foes that dwell within: 
Yet let nuthing spoil your peace, 
Christ shall aisu conquer ; 


Then the joyful pews will come, 
“Child, your eullsg-Come home.” 





NEW so 


Pee 


Ic will be remembered, that on the 28th of 
November, 1828, the Rev. Mr. Anderson em- 
barked at Boston, for Malta, ——_ the special 
ageucy of the American Board. As the Mis- 
sionaries to Syria were driven from their sta- 
tion by the political disturbances of the Turk- 
ish empire, and were then in the island of Mal- 
ta, it was thought necessary to confer with them 
as to the future operations in the East, and to 
know distinctly the kind of efforts which would 
best afford relief to liberated Greece. This 
neat volume, the geography of whieh is illus- 
trated by a valuable Map of the Peloponessus 
and the Greek Islands, contains the interesting ! P; 





result of Mr. Anderson's.#iquiries, oon “4 
mass of information in reference to the scene- 
ry of Greece, the state of Education in that 
country, and the means of doing geod to the 
suffering Greeks, which will be advantageoue 
to the friends of missions and of education, as 


oa. well as gratifying to the merely curious and 


the lovers of history. Those who would trace 
the corruptions of religion in the Greek church, 
and know more of the abuses practised on the 
— by the priesthood of the Romish 
urch, will bere fiud much to instruct them, 
and will meet occasionally some important fact, 
me will confirm and illustrate the authentici- 
of the New Testament history and its priu- 
—Christ. Watchman. 
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Letters received al the pny ofthe —> aad 
cer during the k ending Jan. 6, 1831. 
Samuel Downer, H. B. grestene, F dick Wood- 
bridge, Joha Taylor, D. B. Hopkins. H. Cowles, E. 
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